Celebrating A Christian Seder

Leader & Host Preparation

A Seder is simply a dinner. Leading and hosting a Christian Seder is not difficult, but it requires some preparation. This document is designed to walk you through the process of preparing for, hosting and leading a Christian Seder.

	What You’ll Need

• 1 Candle

• 1 lamb bone (but chicken or beef bone will do)

• A few slices of regular (leavened) bread

Have enough of the following for each guest:
• Copies of this Haggadah

• Red wine or grape juice

• Unleavened bread

• Parsley sprigs

• Bowl(s) of salt water

• Horseradish (use the grated/sliced root—not 

   the processed creamy stuff)

• Charoset (mixture of apples & nuts—see 

   attached recipe)

• Cups, plates, napkins
	What To Do Beforehand

• Read through this Haggadah!

• Think through the best way for guests to 

   partake in your setting—Should each have 

   their own placesetting, or pass around 

   communal bowls, or some other arrangement?

• Get the supplies

• Prepare the salt water, horseradish, & 

   Charoset

• Prepare Elijah’s placesetting: 1 chair + 1 cup

• Prepare Leader’s placesetting:

   1 cup

   A bottle of wine or juice for refilling the cup

   4 bowls containing parsley, salt water, 

       horseradish, Charoset

   1 plate with 3 pieces of unleavened bread

   1 Napkin

   1 Candle

   1 plate with lamb bone

• Hide a few slices of regular (leavened) bread 

   around the room



	What To Expect

Each guest will:

• Fill & Drink from their cup 4 times

• Dip parsley in salt water & eat it

• Eat unleavened bread

• Dip bread in horseradish and eat it

• Dip bread in horseradish & Charoset and eat it

• Read out loud from this Haggadah


	Recipe for Charoset

Makes 3 cups, or 12 2 tbsp servings

• 6 peeled apples, coarsely chopped

• 2/3 cup chopped almonds or pecans

• 3 tablespoon sugar, or to taste

• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

• Grated rind of 1 lemon

• 4 tablespoon sweet red wine

There are many different recipes—explore!



	Other Options

• Traditionally a meal is shared by all after the 

   drinking of the Second Cup.

• Traditionally hymns are sung throughout the 

   Seder celebration—feel free to choose some 

   and include them!

• There are many variations of the Seder. If you 

   prefer another version, please use it!


	


This Haggadah came from www.soundandshape.com

Celebrating A Christian Seder

Introduction

Passover is the oldest Jewish religious festival, commemorating God’s deliverance of the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt, described in Exodus 12. The term Passover refers to the tenth and final plague God brought upon the Egyptians to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go: the death of all the firstborn of Egypt. In obedience to God’s instructions, the Hebrews placed the blood of a sacrificed lamb on the door posts of their homes, so that God’s judgment would "pass over" them.

The Passover meal is known as the Seder (“say-der”), which means "order," because the meal and service are done in a prescribed sequence. This sequence is presented in the Haggadah, or “telling”. Our Haggadah is this packet.

The Passover Seder is a 3,000 year-old ceremonial meal designed to be a communal meditation on God’s work of redemption for His people. It is a meal which Jesus certainly ate almost every year of His life. It is the meal He used to illustrate His ministry one last time before His death, and it is the occasion He chose for inaugurating the New Covenant. No Easter celebration would be complete without considering the Last Supper shared by Jesus and His disciples. That Last Supper was a Passover Seder. Tonight we also celebrate the Passover by participating in a Seder meal.

Our Seder is based on a traditional Jewish order, but adapted into a uniquely Christian celebration. By exploring our Jewish roots we hope to more truly appreciate who we are as followers of Jesus. However, our goal is not to reproduce the exact Passover ceremony practiced by Jews in the first century. Rather, the aim of our celebration is to help us see how Jesus’ work of redemption on the Cross is the fulfillment of thousands of years of Jewish history, prophecy and promises. Sharing this meal is an opportunity to experience with all five senses how the Exodus story points us to Jesus and to the astonishing hope of Easter.

Haggadah

Preparation: The Removal of Leavened Bread (Chametz)

Candle Lighting

The First Cup, the Cup of Freedom

The Parsley (Karpas)

The Four Questions

The Answers:


The Unleavened Bread (Matzah)


The Bitter Herbs (Moror)


The sweet Charoset

Why We Recline

The Second Cup, the Cup of Deliverance

The Passover Lamb (Pesach)

Eat Dinner (Optional)

The Cup of Elijah

The Afikomen
The Third Cup, the Cup of Redemption

The Fourth Cup, the Cup of Praise (Hallel)

Preparation: The Removal of Leavened Bread (Chametz)

Action: Beforehand, hide several pieces of leavened bread around the room.

Explanation:

Before Passover, it is tradition to remove any trace of chametz (“ka-méts”), or leaven, from the house. Leaven (yeast) is a necessary element in baking and wine making. However, it was viewed somewhat ambiguously because it also has the power to decay and destroy. Even Jesus used it as both a positive and negative metaphor. In Jewish tradition it came to have more of a negative connotation as a religious symbol, signifying the potential for corruption and sin.

As a result, the removal of leaven carries with it deeper significance in Passover than simply its connection with the exodus. Its removal, and the symbolic removal at the beginning of the Seder, signifies an attitude of penitence, the willingness to remove any corrupting influence in one’s life and submit to God in obedience. As the Israelites prepared for the exodus by obeying the commands of God through Moses, so in removing the chametz, we symbolize our willingness to obey God in preparation for celebrating the deliverance he brings to His people.

Leader: 
Welcome to our Passover Seder. Let us ready our hearts to celebrate and tell the story of deliverance, freedom, and redemption. We must all consider ourselves as slaves in Egypt. We must all consider ourselves to have walked in darkness, so that we might celebrate the deliverance in the Exodus as our own deliverance. It is in that spirit of community that we enter this Passover celebration.


As the Israelites prepared for the exodus by obeying the commands of God through Moses, so in removing the leaven, we symbolize our willingness to obey God in preparation for celebrating the deliverance he has already brought to his people. Let us find and put away the leaven from this place to prepare for our own experience of deliverance. And as we do, let us search for any hidden sins in our hearts that might prevent us from celebrating the joy of this festival.

Action: Have several younger children search for and collect all the hidden pieces of leavened bread in order to remove the chametz and prepare the room for the celebration of the Passover. When the bread is collected, have it carried out of the room to symbolize our preparation for participation in the Seder.

All:
Any leaven that may still be in our house or sin which may still be in our hearts, which we have not seen and not removed, may it be as if it does not exist.

Candle Lighting
The candle symbolizes the presence of God.

Action: A woman or older girl lights the candle, then she reads this blessing: 

Woman:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who has set us apart by his word, and in whose name we gather.

All:
“Remember this day in which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by the strength of his hand the Lord brought you out from this place.” [Exodus 13:3]
The First Cup, the Cup of Freedom: “…I will bring you…”

Leader: 
God gave great promises of freedom to His people. With four cups from the fruit of the vine we celebrate and we recall God’s promises to Israel and to us.

All:
“I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians, I will deliver you from slavery, I will redeem you with an outstretched arm, I will take you as my people and be your God.” [Exodus 6:6-7]
Leader: 
The God of the Exodus is still God, and so we know that what has been is also a promise of what will be. In the four cups that we drink tonight we celebrate these four "I will" promises of God:


I will bring you; I will deliver you; I will redeem you; I will take you.

Action: All fill their cups. Leader holds up the First Cup.

The first cup is the Cup of Freedom. This is God’s promise:

All: 
“I am the Lord; I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.” [Exodus 6:6]
Leader:
Thank You, Lord God, for fulfilling Your promises. You are ever faithful, and we trust You. In every age oppressors rise against us to crush our spirits and bring us low. From the hands of all these tyrants and conquerors, from the power of anything that hinders us from being Your people, rescue and restore us. We praise you, O Lord.

Action: All drink the First Cup.

The Parsley (Karpas)

Leader holds up the parsley.

Leader:
This parsley represents new life, which God gives us.

Leader holds up the bowl of salt water.

Leader:
This bitter salt water represents the tears of the Israelites because of the suffering they endured as slaves in Egypt. We are celebrating the freedom and wonderful deliverance that God has brought to us. But we do not forget our life of slavery, how it was filled with the salty tears of frustration, and how others still endure bitter oppression.

All:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.

Action: Everyone takes a piece of parsley, dips it in salt water, and eats it.

The Four Questions

Leader:
We celebrate the Passover to remember how God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, and we review the story by asking and answering four questions. The Torah (First 5 books of the Old Testament) tells us that our children will ask questions about who they are as God’s people. The Lord has instructed us that we should tell them the story so that they might know the Lord [Exodus 12:26].
Action: A child (or the youngest person present) reads the following:

Child:
Why is this night different than all other nights? Why on all other nights do we eat bread with leaven, but on this night we eat only unleavened bread? Why on all other nights do we eat of all kinds of herbs, but on this night we eat bitter herbs? Why on all other nights do we not dip herbs at all, but on this night we dip them twice? Why on all other nights do we eat in the normal way, but on this night we eat reclining?

ANSWERS:

Leader:
We will now answer the four questions concerning Passover that you have asked.

All: 
Once we were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord in His goodness and mercy brought us out of that land with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.

Leader: 
Had God not rescued us from the hand of the destroyer, surely we and our children would still be enslaved, deprived of freedom and human dignity.

All: 
Once we worshipped idols and were enslaved by our sins, but God in His goodness and mercy forgave our transgressions and called us to be His people.

Leader: 
Therefore, tonight is different than other nights because we have gathered to remember who we are, what God has done for us, and to tell to our children the story of God’s grace and deliverance.

All: 
Praise be to God who has brought us freedom and has delivered us from all that enslaves us!

The Unleavened Bread (Matzah)

Leader: 
Tonight we eat unleavened bread (Matzah) because our ancestors in Egypt had to leave in such haste that they could not wait for their bread to rise, and so had bake it while it was still flat.

All: 
“You shall eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, because you came out of the land of Egypt with great haste, so that all the days of your life you may remember the day of your departure from Egypt.” [Deuteronomy 16:3]
From the plate with three Matzah, the Leader takes out the middle piece and says:

Leader:
This is the bread of affliction.

Leader breaks the middle Matzah in half. He wraps one half in a napkin and places it aside. He holds up the other half and says:

Leader:
We are joined with our own people and the beggar in the street. For our redemption is bound up with the deliverance from bondage of all people everywhere. It is only the grace of our Lord God that sets us free!

All: 
This is the bread of affliction which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. All who are hungry come and eat. All who are needy come and celebrate Passover with us.

Action: Everyone takes a piece of the Matzah and eats.

Leader takes the half that he wrapped in a napkin and says:

Leader: 
This broken piece of Matzah is called the Afikomen (“Ah-FEE-komen”), which means “the hidden one” or “the coming one”, or “that which comes last”. I am going to hide it. Later the children (or the youngest person present) will look for it.

Action: Children close their eyes while someone hides the Afikomen. 

The Bitter Herbs (Moror)

Leader: 
On Passover we eat bitter herbs to remember the Israelites’ terrible life of slavery in Egypt. In order to fully experience the evening we should be willing to sample it all. The whole idea is that we are not supposed to enjoy this part of the ceremony. We are supposed to experience the bitterness.

All: 
“The Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields.” [Exodus 1:12-14]
Action: Everyone takes a piece of Matzah, scoops Moror (horseradish) onto it, and eats.

The Charoset: Dipping Twice

Leader: 
On Passover we dip herbs twice. We have already dipped parsley in salt water to remind us of the Israelites’ tears. This Charoset (“ka-ró-set”) is a sweet mixture of apples and nuts. Its texture reminds us of the mortar that the Israelites used to build the cities of Pharaoh. We add the sweetness of the Charoset to the bitter herbs to remind us that even in slavery, the Israelites had hope in God. Into the most bitter of our circumstances God can bring sweetness.

All:
“I am sorely afflicted; give me life, O LORD, according to your word! How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” [Psalm 119:107, 103]
Action: Everyone takes another piece of Matzah, scoops horseradish and Charoset onto it, and eats it.

Reclining

Leader:
On Passover we recline, or sit comfortably, as free people. This is in distinct contrast to the Israelites during the first Passover meal. On the evening that the angel of death passed over, every Hebrew was prepared to run. Their staffs were in their hands and their goods were packed and at the door. They were ready to leave on an instant’s notice, knowing that their salvation depended on it. Tonight we relax, as a sign of our trust in the mercy and grace of God.

All: 

Once we were slaves but now we are free!

The Second Cup, the Cup of Deliverance: “…I will free you…”

Action: All fill their cups. Leader holds up the Second Cup.

Leader: 
In the Exodus story, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go, so God sent ten plagues to change his mind.

Now we have the second cup, called the cup of Deliverance. A full cup is a symbol of joy. Yet our joy is diminished because ten horrible plagues were visited on the people of Egypt, causing great suffering. As we recite each plague, we will remove a single drop of wine from our cup with a finger, and place it on our plate, reminded of the cost of sin, and the consequences of evil in our world.

Action: Everyone does so as they name each plague:

All:
Blood; Frogs; Lice; Flies; Cattle disease; Boils; Hail; Locusts; Darkness; Death of the firstborn.

The Passover Lamb

Leader holds up the lamb bone and says:

Leader:
This is the symbol of the Passover lamb that was killed so that we might live. It is a reminder that we are saved by grace, and the proper response to grace is obedience. The sacrifice of the Passover lamb at the Temple in Jerusalem was a reminder of God’s grace. Our Jewish brothers and sisters can no longer sacrifice a lamb on Passover because the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. 

Drinking the Second Cup

Leader raises the Second Cup.

Leader: 
With the second cup, the cup of Deliverance, we celebrate the deliverance that God has brought to us. We are privileged to thank God, to praise Him, to reverence Him, and to rejoice in His grace. He has brought us forth from bondage to freedom, from sorrow to joy, from darkness to light, from slavery to redemption.

All: 
“I am the Lord; I will deliver you from slavery.” [Exodus 6:6]
We praise you O Lord our God, who has freed your people.

Action: Everyone drinks the Second Cup.

The Passover Meal (Optional)

Eat dinner together.

The Cup of Elijah

Leader holds up the cup from the place at the table that has been saved for Elijah.

Leader:
This cup is for Elijah the Prophet. Elijah did not see death but was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire. It has been the hope of God’s people that Elijah would come at Passover, to announce the coming of the Messiah, the son of David. As the prophet Malachi said: "See, I will send you Elijah the prophet before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes." [Malachi 4:5]. This cup has traditionally been left untouched, awaiting the time when Elijah would appear to share the Passover.

Leader places an empty chair at a table setting, to symbolize the hope of Elijah, and then places Elijah’s cup at Elijah’s place.

Leader: 
We will now open the door to welcome Elijah to the Passover.

Action: A volunteer opens the door.

The Afikomen

Action: Children look for and find the Afikomen that was hidden earlier.

Leader holds up the Afikomen.

Leader:
This piece of bread that was hidden is called the Afikomen, which means “the hidden one” or “the coming one”. It serves as our dessert, not in the sense of sweets, but in the sense of completion. In Jewish culture the Afikomen has various messianic implications. 

All:
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” [Isaiah 53:5]
“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” [Zechariah 12:10]
Leader breaks off a piece of the Afikomen and passes it around for everyone to take a piece. All eat.

Third Cup, the Cup of Redemption: “…I will redeem you…”

All fill their cups. Leader holds up the Third Cup.

Leader: 
The Third Cup is the Cup of Redemption. This cup symbolizes God’s redemption of His people. This is God’s promise:

All: 
“I am the Lord; I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.” [Exodus 6:6]
Action: Everyone drinks the Third Cup.

Leader:
At the Passover Seder which we call the Last Supper, most likely it was the Afikomen which Jesus gave to His disciples. He took this broken piece of the bread of affliction, a symbol of the Messiah, and broke it even more, telling His disciples, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

Most likely it was the Third Cup, the Cup of Redemption, which Jesus chose to mark the inauguration of the New Covenant. Knowing that His ultimate act of redemption would be complete within hours, He declared the separation between God and humanity to be at an end, saying, “this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” [Luke 22:20].
All: 
“I am the Lord; I will redeem you with an outstretched arm.” [Exodus 6:6]
Leader lifts up Elijah's cup for all to see.

Leader:
I have taken Elijah’s cup because we no longer wait for Elijah. We celebrate in joy today not only because Elijah has come, but because Messiah has also come!

All:
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who has come in the name of the Lord!” [Matthew 21:9]
The Fourth Cup, The Cup of Praise: “…I will take you…”

Leader:
After Jesus and his disciples ate the Afikomen and drank the third cup, they sang a hymn. As a community, let’s recite Psalm 115-118:

(next page)
All:



Psalm 115

 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us

       but to your name be the glory,

       because of your love and faithfulness.

 2 Why do the nations say,

       "Where is their God?"

 3 Our God is in heaven;

       he does whatever pleases him.

 4 But their idols are silver and gold,

       made by the hands of men.

 5 They have mouths, but cannot speak,

       eyes, but they cannot see;

 6 they have ears, but cannot hear,

       noses, but they cannot smell;

 7 they have hands, but cannot feel,

       feet, but they cannot walk;

       nor can they utter a sound with their throats.

 8 Those who make them will be like them,

       and so will all who trust in them.

 9 O house of Israel, trust in the LORD—

       he is their help and shield.

 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD—

       he is their help and shield.

 11 You who fear him, trust in the LORD—

       he is their help and shield.

 12 The LORD remembers us and will bless us:

       He will bless the house of Israel,

       he will bless the house of Aaron,

 13 he will bless those who fear the LORD—

       small and great alike.

 14 May the LORD make you increase,

       both you and your children.

 15 May you be blessed by the LORD,

       the Maker of heaven and earth.

 16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD,

       but the earth he has given to man.

 17 It is not the dead who praise the LORD,

       those who go down to silence;

 18 it is we who extol the LORD,

       both now and forevermore.

       Praise the LORD.

Psalm 116

 1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;

       he heard my cry for mercy.

 2 Because he turned his ear to me,

       I will call on him as long as I live.

 3 The cords of death entangled me,

       the anguish of the grave came upon me;

       I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.

 4 Then I called on the name of the LORD :

       "O LORD, save me!"

 5 The LORD is gracious and righteous;

       our God is full of compassion.

 6 The LORD protects the simplehearted;

       when I was in great need, he saved me.

 7 Be at rest once more, O my soul,

       for the LORD has been good to you.

 8 For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,

       my eyes from tears,

       my feet from stumbling,

 9 that I may walk before the LORD

       in the land of the living.

 10 I believed; therefore I said,

       "I am greatly afflicted."

 11 And in my dismay I said,

       "All men are liars."

 12 How can I repay the LORD

       for all his goodness to me?

 13 I will lift up the cup of salvation

       and call on the name of the LORD.

 14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD

       in the presence of all his people.

 15 Precious in the sight of the LORD

       is the death of his saints.

 16 O LORD, truly I am your servant;

       I am your servant, the son of your maidservant ;

       you have freed me from my chains.

 17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you

       and call on the name of the LORD.

 18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD

       in the presence of all his people,

 19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—

       in your midst, O Jerusalem.

       Praise the LORD.

Psalm 117

 1 Praise the LORD, all you nations;

       extol him, all you peoples.

 2 For great is his love toward us,

       and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

       Praise the LORD.

Psalm 118

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

       his love endures forever.

 2 Let Israel say:

       "His love endures forever."

 3 Let the house of Aaron say:

       "His love endures forever."

 4 Let those who fear the LORD say:

       "His love endures forever."

 5 In my anguish I cried to the LORD,

       and he answered by setting me free.

 6 The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid.

       What can man do to me?

 7 The LORD is with me; he is my helper.

       I will look in triumph on my enemies.

 8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD

       than to trust in man.

 9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD

       than to trust in princes.

 10 All the nations surrounded me,

       but in the name of the LORD I cut them off.

 11 They surrounded me on every side,

       but in the name of the LORD I cut them off.

 12 They swarmed around me like bees,

       but they died out as quickly as burning thorns;

       in the name of the LORD I cut them off.

 13 I was pushed back and about to fall,

       but the LORD helped me.

 14 The LORD is my strength and my song;

       he has become my salvation.

 15 Shouts of joy and victory

       resound in the tents of the righteous:

       "The LORD's right hand has done mighty things!

 16 The LORD's right hand is lifted high;

       the LORD's right hand has done mighty things!"

 17 I will not die but live,

       and will proclaim what the LORD has done.

 18 The LORD has chastened me severely,

       but he has not given me over to death.

 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;

       I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.

 20 This is the gate of the LORD

       through which the righteous may enter.

 21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me;

       you have become my salvation.

 22 The stone the builders rejected

       has become the capstone;

 23 the LORD has done this,

       and it is marvelous in our eyes.

 24 This is the day the LORD has made;

       let us rejoice and be glad in it.

 25 O LORD, save us;

       O LORD, grant us success.

 26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.

       From the house of the LORD we bless you.

 27 The LORD is God,

       and he has made his light shine upon us.

       With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession

       up to the horns of the altar.

 28 You are my God, and I will give you thanks;

       you are my God, and I will exalt you.

 29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

       his love endures forever.

Leader: 
In Christ our redemption is complete. We rejoice with thanksgiving, and we are humbled by God’s love!

Yet the story of God’s redemption is not ended. We celebrate what God has done in our history, and what he has done for us, but at the same time we still await a new future. All creation still groans and longs for its final redemption. As Jesus left, he promised he would come again and restore all things. God will not leave the world the way it is, so we long for the coming of His Kingdom in its fullness.

Action: All fill their cups and raise them.

Leader: 
This is the Fourth Cup, the Cup of Praise. It’s Hebrew name is Hallel, where we get our word Hallelujah, which means “Praise the LORD”. This is God’s promise:

All: 
“I am the Lord; I will take you as my people and I will be your God.” [Exodus 6:7]
Leader:
We raise our glasses a fourth time in Praise for God’s enduring grace and love to us. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has adopted us as your children, and allowed us to call you Father.

The Lord’s Prayer

All: 
Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name! Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Action: All drink the Fourth Cup.

Leader: 
Traditionally, Jews have concluded the Seder with a declaration of hope, saying, "Next year in Jerusalem!" We will conclude our Seder with the same expression of hope and faith in God, but looking forward to the New Jerusalem—the coming of God’s kingdom in all its fullness (Revelation 21).

All:
 
Next year in the New Jerusalem!

Leader:
Our Seder celebration is concluded. But from scripture we know that the evening we celebrate was not yet over. That same night Jesus would endure the anguish and betrayal of Gethsemane, being abandoned by His friends, and the mockery of His trial. The next day, on Good Friday, He would be crucified. After the Hallel, Jesus requested that those who had shared Seder with Him would now join Him in prayer. Spend some time in prayer this evening, either in groups or individually, asking that the meaning of Passover would sink deep into our hearts.

Leader extinguishes the Passover candle.

Discussion Questions

1) What aspects of this Seder struck you as significant?



2) "We must all consider ourselves as slaves in Egypt." What does it mean to be a slave? Have you ever thought of yourself as a slave? Read Romans 6:16 and discuss.



3) The Seder is a meal of remembrance. It leads us through steps that remind us of the bitterness of slavery, God's deliverance, and our new freedom. These steps of remembrance culminate in thanksgiving and praise. Have you experienced this pattern in your own life? Share a specific example.



4) In the parsley and salt water we have a picture of new life mixed with the bitterness of sin. Do you live with consequences for your sin? How do you react to those consequences? Read 2 Cor 7:10 and discuss.



5) In the charoset and moror we have a picture of God bringing sweetness in the midst of bitter circumstances. Have you experienced this? Share.



6) Traditionally, the Passover celebration is a full meal shared with others. In what ways do you feel empty, and need God's presence to fill you? How does sharing a meal with others in God's family enable you to better experience the presence of God?



7) In what ways does the afikomen point to Jesus? How many can you list?

8) Since before the time of Jesus, Jews have sung Psalms 113-118 during the Passover celebration. Read Psalm 118. In what ways does Jesus' life, death and resurrection give this Passover Psalm deeper significance? Compare Psalm 118:26 with Luke 19:37-39. Why do you think the Pharisees wanted Jesus to rebuke his disciples?



9) In what ways could participation in this meal open doors to share the good news of Easter with others?

